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THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE:
ANNUAL DINNER.

THE officers of the Indian Medical Service held their

annual dinner on June 8th at the New Gaiety Restaurant,
Surgeon-General JAMES CLEGHORN, C.S.I., being in the

chair. In addition to the usual loyal toasts the toast

list was as follows. "The Sister Services," proposed by
Surgeon-General Sir A. C. C. DE REN7.Y, K.C.B., and
responded to by Inspector-General HERBERT M. ELLIS, R.N.,
Director-General of the Royal Navy Medical Service.
Surgeon-General A. H. Keogh, C.B., Director-General of the
Army Medical Service, was also to have responded but at the
last moment was unavoidably prevented from being present.
" The Guests," proposed by Surgeon-General A. M.
BRANFOOT, O.I.E., and responded to by Sir RICHARD
DOUGLAS POWELL, Bart., K.C V.O., President of the Royal
College of Physicians of London. "The Indian Medical
Service," proposed by Mr. JOHN LANGTON, F.R.C.S., was
responded to by the CHAIRMAN who said : "I have much
pleasure, on behalf of the service, in thanking Mr. Langton
for the kind and cordial terms in which he has proposed the
toast. In responding, I should like with your permission, to
say a few words in appreciation of the service in which I
have passed the best years of my life ; but before doing so
I would explain that this is the first occasion on which I
have had the opportunity of being present at the annual
dinner and when the committee, through Lieutenant-Colonel
Freyer, asked me to preside I felt that as a late Director-
General of the service it was my duty, as it was a pleasure,
for me to accept the honour. As you are aware, we have
learned many things in India, but the art of public speaking
is not, as a rule, one of those we have acquired-
perhaps we are better without it-particularly on an occa-
sion of this kind, when I take it we meet more to
revive the memories and renew the friendships of the past
than to make speeches. These meetings also help us to
realise that although we are divided into many departments,
both officially and geographically, we are one service with
common interests and all aiming to maintain and continue
the honourable traditions of that service, and as a con-
sequence the prestige of our nation and government, among
the different races of India. Those traditions carry us back
to the time of the Emperor Shah Jehan, when, as I have
read, the first concessions granted to the Honourable East
India Company were obtained through the influence of one of
the Company’s medical officers named Boughton who, after
his successful treatment of a daughter of the Emperor, was
asked to name his own reward, when he replied that the only
remuneration he would accept was an order granting to the
Company the privilege of trading in Bengal free of duty
and of planting factories in the interior of the country.
Since then the service by its influence on the people, through
its medical work, has been helping to oil the wheels of

government and a long roll of individuals have distinguished
themselves in the various positions and appointments they
have held. One occasionally hears or reads uncomplimentary
remarks with regard to our work in the field of original
research and of the slow development of a complete sanitary
organisation, but we who know the local conditions and
circumstances understand the difficulties which surround
the path of progress in particular directions. Laboratories
are, I understand, being established by the Government,
and other facilities are now available for the pursuit of
original investigations and I have no doubt that in
due course good results will follow. Hitherto we have
been making bricks without straw-we early mastered
that art-and though the products may not have been
equal to the finished article we have been able to meet
the requirements of the country and the Government.
The immensity of our medical and surgical work, the number
of medical institutions, the colleges, schools, hospitals,
dispensaries, and asylums are practically unknown out of
India, they are certainly not realised, and our work in con-
nexion with the establishment and supervision of the institu-
tions associated with the revered name of Lady Dufferin has
been eminently successful. All this medical work has over-
spread the whole of India and Burmah ; it has exercised a
more beneficial influence over the people than any other
agency at present in operation and it has developed

a sympathetic and kindly feeling between the mem-

bers of the service and the natives of India, a feeling,
moreover, that the British Government is a beneficent one.
On the other hand, we have become the guardians and
reformers of the criminal class. The connexion between
medical work and the administration of jails is not quite
apparent to the ordinary observer-but India is full of
anomalies, and I suppose, as the civil surgeon was there, it
was considered to be economical and advantageous to utilise
his services as superintendent of the district jail-and prac-
tically the whole of the jail department has grown up and
developed under selected officers of the service. Our ordi-
nary duties are occasionally varied by a call to meet the
requirements and exigencies of war, famine, and pestilence,
and, as occurred lately, all three may come at once. Our
resources were then strained and assistance, in the case

of plague, had to be obtained from England. As we
make bricks without straw, it is needless to say that
all the institutions we manage are worked on economical
lines-and the various duties are discharged without any
ostentation or particular fuss-things are taken as a matter
of course and whether we are employed on military or civil
duties we try to do the work set before us to the best of
our ability. The manifold duties and responsibilities which
devolve on the service and the unique opportunities which
occasionally offer to the man with special talents or capabili-
ties, these, combined with the pay and pension, are the main
inducements which attract men to the service-but there are
others not so apparent. We enter the service at an

impressionable age-in a land full of mysteries, with
customs and beliefs different from our own. Life in such a
land modifies our ideas, broadens our views, and deepens our
sympathies. The responsibilities we have to face develop
the character and tend to make men of us. There are, of

! course, drawbacks ; with them we are well acquainted, but,
on the whole, I think, we made a wise choice in selecting
the Indian Medical Service as a career."

Lieutenant-Colonel P. J. FREYER, to whom the organisation
of these dinners is due, being called upon made some remarks
which he humorously characterised as "proposing his own
health." He received musical honours.
The following officers were present :-Surgeon- Generals: :

A. M. Branfoot, C.I.E., J. Cleghorn, C.S.I., Sir A. C. C. De
Renzy, K.C.B., C. Sibthorpe, C.B., and P. W. Sutherland.
Colonel W. E. Cates, W. Gray, D. E. Hughes, C. H.
Joubert, G. S. Sutherland, J. S. Wilkins, and W. A. S. Wynne.
Lieutenant-Colonels: J. Anderson, W. H. Cadge, G. W. P.
Dennys, P. J. Freyer, I. B. Lyon, C.I.E., D. P. MacDonald,
J. Moorhead, W. Owen, W. H. Thornhill, J. F. Tuohy,
H. G. L. Wortabet, and P. A. Weir. Majors : R. Bird, W. S.
Caldwell, J. T. Calvert, B. H. Deare, F. J. Drury, G. F. W.
Ewens, G. H. Fink, E. V. Hugo, J. G. Jordan, R. C.
MacWatt, W. H. B. Robinson, H. A. Smith. and E. Wilkinson.
Captains: S. Anderson, F. L. Blenkinsop, H. R Brown,
T. H. Foulkes, E. D. W. Greig, W. A. Justice, C. A. Lane,
A. E. H. Pinch, R. Selby, J. Stephenson, and A. W. C.
Young.
An excellent dinner and after-dinner speeches of a reason-

able length combined to make the occasion as pleasant and
as successful as its predecessors.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF COUNCIL.
ON Thursday, July 6th, an election of four members of

Council will be held by the Fellows of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England. Three of these vacancies will be

occasioned by the retirement in rotation of Sir Henry G.
Howse, Mr. Edmund Owen, and Mr. Rickman J. Godlee, and
the fourth by the resignation of Sir Alfred Cooper. The
following list of the members of the Council gives the date
at which each member will retire. The date of the first
election is given in every case in which the member has been
elected to the Council more than once. Mr. J. Tweedy having
been re-elected President in 1904 will have another year of
office.

Retire in 1912: Mr. H. Gilbert Barling, Birmingham
General Hospital; Mr. Anthony A. Bowlby, St. Bartho-
lomew’s Hospital; and Mr. Frederic S. Eve, London Hos-
pital.


